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SUBJECT: JOINT STATEMENT OF ATF DIRECTOR HIGGINS AND FBI 

DIRECTOR SESSIONS. 

THESE ARE EXTRAORDINARY TIMES FOR THE BUREAU OF ALCOHOL-. 
TOBACCO AND FIREARMS-. AND THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 
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THERE ARE SIMULTANEOUS MAJOR OPERATIONS UNDERWAY IN NEW YORK AND ZB 

Es 

TEXAS THAT REQUIRE AN ENORMOUS DEDICATION OF AGENTS-. RESOURCES 
AND TECHNICAL EXPERTISE FROM BOTH AGENCIES. THE CARNAGE FROM THE 
BOMB IN NEW YORK AND THE TRAGIC LOSS OF OUR OWN IN TEXAS DEMANDS 
THE BEST THAT WE CAN GIVE IN SKILL-. PROFESSIONALISM AND 
COOPERATION. WE HAVE NO DOUBT THAT THE PARTNERSHIP OF THE ATF 
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AND THE FBI AND THE TEAMWORK OF THOSE WORKING SHOULDER TO 
SHOULDER AT THE SITES WILL SUCCESSFULLY RESOLVE BOTH SITUATIONS* 
WE COMMEND ALL OF YOU AROUND THE COUNTRY THAT CONTINUE TO PUT 
FORTH A TIRELESS EFFORT IN THAT REGARD. 

JUST AS THE TEAMWORK AND COOPERATION OF THE TWO AGENCIES IS 
AS IMPORTANT RIGHT NOW AS IT HAS EVER BEEN-. SO IS THE NEED TO 
MAINTAIN THE HIGHEST LEVELS OF PROFESSIONALISM. THERE HAVE BEEN 
SEVERAL INCIDENTS RECENTLY OF UNNAMED AGENTS SPEAKING TO THE 
MEDIA ABOUT ASPECTS OF BOTH OPERATIONS AND CRITICAL OF THE OTHER 
AGENCY. THESE TYPES OF UNAUTHORIZED AND INACCURATE COMMENTS ONLY 
SERVE TO UNDERMINE THE CONFIDENCE OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE IN OUR 
AGENCIES. THEY ALSO HOLD THE POTENTIAL FOR JEOPARDIZING THE 
SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSIONS OF BOTH OPERATION-. ARE DIVISIVE AND ONLY 
SERVE TO WEAKEN THE COOPERATIVE EFFORTS UNDERWAY IN TEXAS AND NEW 
YORK. WE ALL HAVE MUCH TO BE PROUD OF. WE ASK ALL OF YOU TO 
REMEMBER THAT AND NOT RISK THE OUTCOME OF THE TWO OPERATIONS BY 
ACTING UNPROFESSIONALLY WITH LOOSE AND OFTEN UNINFORMED COMMENTS 


TO THE PRESS 
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PLEASE DISTRIBUTE A COPY OF THIS COMMUNICATION TO ALL 
EMPLOYEES. ATF DIRECTOR HIGGINS SENT THIS MESSAGE TO ALL ATF 
PERSONNEL. BT//// 
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Drafted By I 1 1 * \ 7540 Phone No: £72? 

COPY DESIGNATIONS: 

1 - MR. CLARKE 
1 - MR. GOlil 
1 - MR. KENNEDY 
1 - EACH ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
1 - MR. GUIDO 
1 - MR. PEREZ 
1 - MR. BRIXEY 
1 - MR. DRAKE 
1 - MR. CHASE 
1 - MISS ADAMS 
1 - MR. COLLINGUOOD 
1 - MR. MANDIGO 
1 - MANUALS DESK 


MAILED 16 



WILLIAM SESSIONS 

DIRECTOR - FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIONS 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
CONSTITUTION AVENUE S 10TH STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGON, D. C. 20530 

DEAR SIR: 

THIS PERSONAL MESSAGE IS TO LET YOU KNOW THAT 
I APPROVE OF YOUR HANDLING OF THE SITUATION AT 
/WACO TEXAS. YOU CAN COUNT ON ME FOR SUPPORT AS 
NEEDED IN THE FUTURE IN ALL MATTERS OF MUTUAL INTEREST. 


SINCERELY 



£ S. 
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GOLDEN SPHINX 


The Voice of Intelligence 

THE RATIONAL QOUNTER INTELLIGENCE (JORPS y\SSIv7 


PURPOSES AND IDEALS OF THE NCICA 


with oppropriote comment* by Mojor Gonorol C. F. Leonard, Jr., former NCICA Chairman Horbort M. 
Lighiner, and Major Gonorol William H. Btakefietd. 


Tho purposes of tho Notional Counter Intelligence Corps Association ore stated in Article II of its 
constitution: 

"The purposes of this Corporation shall ho to provide a national organization for individual mem- 
bers qualified as hereinafter set forth; to hoop abroott of counterintelligence problamt and inform tba 
general public or appropriate public officials of any subversive activities; to render all pot tibia cooper* 
ation and assistance to the effort of the military in its counterintelligence activities; to promote and 
strengthen the bonds of fellowship among the Corporation members, and generally to perpetuate the 
{deals and principles of the former UnHo^ States Army Counter Intelligence Carps." 



OVER 2,000 MEMBERS 


In o memorandum doted 17 November 1965, Ml|CC Qliiftl 6, F, LH9Vl t Chief, Intelligence 
Corps, US. Army, mode the following remarks to Counterintelligence agents, U.S* A /my;* 


* ^ The dote for the discontinuance of the Intelligence Corps has not yet been set, but it now ap- 
pears that it will be around l January 1966. Through the past 48 years, one of the great sustaining 
strengths of the Intelligence Corps (and its predecessors, the Corps of Intelligence Police and the 
Counter Intelligence Corps) has been the high esprit de corps of its members* One evidence of this 
high esprit is the existence of a thriving world-wide NOtleatl Ceoatff UrteHI(S*te Corps Asseciitlea* 

2. Although the name of the Intelligence Corps is now passing into history, the mission and the 
responsibility, as well as the challenge, continue with us today „ * * in some ways greater than in any 
period since 1917. For this reason, I feel that it is most important for the membersof the Corps to re- 
tain the traditions of sticking together and of guarding zealously the honor of the Corps . . * even ofter 
it loses its name. To this end w# must cultivate those aspects of the Corps* being which promote this 
goal. The National Counter Intelligence Corps Association is a cose in point. 

X The National Counter Intelligence Corps Association was incorporated in accordance with the 
laws of the State of Illinois after the groups* first national convention in Chicogo in 1948. The Associo- 
tion now mointoins its headquarters here in Baltimore. Its membership is drown from people who ore or 
have been in the Intelligence Corps, the Counter Intelligence Corps, or the Corps of Intelligence Police. 

4* The purposes of the Association are still expanding* Initially it began os an orgtmizotion to 
bring together people who had justifiable pride in o common experience and who wished to retain mid 
strengthen the links of friendship and comrodeship. Its annual national convention for members, wives 
and their families primarily promotes this goal. In recent years the Association has branched out and 
has sponsored various memorials; made voluoble gifts to the collection of the U.S* Army Intelligence 
Museum; assisted the Intelligence Corps in recruiting new members; cooperated as individuals with 
Corps field elements; acted as an information bureau far its members so that old friends could keep in 
touch; helped Corps members who were leaving the Army to find civilian employment and housing; and 
published as part of its educational program the Golden Sphinx* 

5* The Golden Sphinx has been making worthy contributions in keeping its subscribers abreast on 
matters of security. Recent articles have covered Communist activities and strategy; insurgency; the 
characteristics and detection af subversion; the basis of liberty; recent decisions in Federal courts in- 
fluencing security matters; the John Birch Society and the Slack Muslims. 

6* I recommend to all eligible personnel of the Intelligence Corps their membership in the HsIliUl 
Ctaxttf lataltlfoaca Carpi As sec lift at. 


(signed) C* F. LEONARD, JR. 
Major General, USA 
Chief, Intelligence Corps 


Herb Liftoff, forme f NClCA Chairman, probably bast described tht purposii, spirit and soul of 
this organ i lotion when ha wrota tha following words: 

Tho NClCA is basically a World- wide group of form or Countar Intelligence Corps personnel, char* 
farad in tho state of Illinois as a nonprofit organization* We are strictly a civilian organisation* Wo 
ore the "Alumni’*, for those who have been engaged in Counter Intelligence activities* 

Our purposes include: to keep alive and further friendships emanating from our active duty days, 
making new friendships of former ClCers, from our ptanned and casual social and business functions ond 
activities - helping one another through our combined NClCA efforts and association, to perpetuate the 
ideals ond principles of CIC, keeping abreast of subversives and toking action to counter such activities; 
to keep alive ond enhance all that is fine ond worthwhile of Intelligence coreers; to unite former ClCers 
and present members (now Army Intelligence Corps) in their continued, common interest toward promoting 
ond advancing the security of the United States; to assist the present Army Intelligence Corps by con* 
tinued liaison with the United States Army Intelligence; to provide o central clearing house for our mu* 
tuol suggestions ond interosts and to make possible, contact with our members for personnel ond business 
reasons, an a World-wide basis. 

Our Policy Committee and Board of Governors meet with the Army Chief of Intelligence, the G-2, 
etc*, for the furtherance of our mutual interests. Our members have delivered thousands of speeches, 
upon reguest, to clubs, groups and interested citizens* Speaking material and assistance is available* 

Annually we hove a Notional Convention, where members and their guests, their wives and families 
gather to re*live old times and renew friendships as well as make new friendships and plan new events* 
Our various Local Clubs meet regularly for meetings, social functions and business contacts. All Locals 
areaffiliotos of the NClCA. 

Our official organ is the GOLDEN SPHINX, the Voice of Intelligence, 

* Herbert M, Lightaor 


Ha|er Geoeral VHUIa* H, Blake fie Id in a letter addressed to the present chairman, Otto E. Fiedler, 
February 19, 1970, wrote the following kind words - 

**$ hove grown to vofue the NClCA , Its cuff of the counterintelligence agent, and the work which the 
Association sponsors to fcuffd end maintain the high esprit of Army counterintelligence." 


t4 f will look forward to receiving alt the privileges of a Lift Member, including the subscription to the 
GOLDEN JPHINX, / will wotch your progress closely," 


if t wan# to wish you and the whole organisation a very successful future. I hope you will continue your 
fine work for years to come," 


(signed) WILLIAM H. BLAKEFlELD 

Major General, U.S.A* Commending 
U.S* Amy Intelligence Command 


PACTS ON MEMBERSHIP IN THE NATIONAL COUNTER INTELUBENCE CORPS ASSOCIATION 


1* PURPOSES* The ultimate pvrpottt of the Notionol Counter Intelligence Corps Association 
(NCICA) or# os follows: 

o. To keep oliv* and further the friendships emanating from active duty days, making oow friend- 
ships of prosoflt and f armor countoifittlligmct ogmti through planned and casual social and basinets 
functions' 

b' To help one another Hiraugk combined efforts and association, socially and professionally' 
c* To perpetuate tho ideals and principlas of the Counter Intelligence Corps and its successors, 
by hooping abreast of subversives and taking oction to counter such activities* 

d' To keep alive and enhance oil that it fine and worthwhile in intelligence careers in the U.5* 
Army* 

•* To unite farmer and present counterintelligence agents in their continued common interest of 
promoting and advancing Hi# security of tho United States' 

f* To assist tho present Army Intolligenco by continued liaison with Hie U-S* Army Intelligence 

g« To sponsor appropriate memorials, such as, the bronze plague to the honored dead of the Coun- 
ter Intelligence Corps on the base el tho golden sphinx in front of tho mein buildings at Fort Hotabird 
and the mosaic crest of tho Counter Intelligence Corps School on the floor of tho foyer in Tallmodge 
Hall* 

2* ELIGIBILITY FOR MEMBERSHIP . Only personnel who have held or now hold the MOS's of the 
counterintelligence agent or# eligible for membership in the National Counter Intelligence Corps As- 
sociation' 

3* TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP * 

a* Life Membership $150*00 Each such member receives o beautiful membership certificate 
and “Special Agent 0 credentials* Life members also receive a 
lifetime subscription to tho BlWlI SpklU* 

b* Direct Membership $10*00 Direct membership is an o yearly basis with a new card and raceipt 
issued each calendar year* 

4* BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP. 

a* All members receive the Cefdeg Spklot* the “Voice of Intelligence," which is tho official pub- 
lication of the NCICA* 

b« The NCICA headquarters keeps an extensive file on members providing the best source of con- 
tact among its members* This service is available only to members in good standing* 

c* The NCICA it e clearing house for all ex-agents, their ideas and needs* The notional hood- 
quarters will pats on information on employment, root estate, housing, insurance and business contacts* 
d* Each August a national oonvontion is held where members and their families may have reunions, 
make new friends and business contacts, solve all the World's problems — current ond post — mid have 
a real, down-to-earth good time* 

e* Local clubs promote clot# fellowship and frequent tociol and business mootings. Tho forma- 
tion of local clubs is encouraged. 

5* RELATIONS TO THE U.S, ARMY * The National Counter Intelligence Corps Association is a 
civilimi organization incorporated in accordance with tho lows of tho state of Illinois in 1948* Tho 
Commending General of tho tLS* Army Intel tigonce Command appoints on official and permanent NCICA 
Liaison Officer' Close contact is also maintained with the Commandant of the U.S* Army Intelligence 
School* 

6. APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP . All application* fat mambarship should b* mail'd to THa 
National Countar lnt*llig*nc* Corps Association, 4381 Brsunton Road Uppar Arlington, OH 43220-43M 
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William Sessions 
Director of the F.B.X. 

9 th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue t¥.W^ 'J 
Washington, D.C. 20535 : t* ■-*** '■ 
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Dear Mr. 


After witnessing the response of our federal agents 7 
and elected of ficials to the situation at the Branch Davidian T .i~: 
compound in[Vaco Texas, X feel it is necessary for me to voice 
my strongest disapproval in this formal letter. At every stage . 
of the incident, including the aftermath, our federal and elected, 
officials displayed the highest levels of incompetence. . In - 
this letter, X will systematically review how our natioh f s public- 
servants mismanaged each stage of the operation./ 
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The first stage of the government operation began /T' 
with the initial raid of the Davidian compound by federal ajents, 
charging that David Koresh and some of his followers possessed 
illegal weapons. It's a sad commentary that a raid which was 
motivated by nine months of planning and included undercover 
agents would end in such tragedy. Four agents and two Davidians 
were killed in an exercise that was intended to save lives and 
protect innocent people, in and out of the compound, from illegal 
firearms. _ •_ /y . /.i.-. . ■ . ' 

f The massive blunder evident at this stage raises many 
questions that reflect the Ineptness of our federal law . ..r/ 

enforcement agents who are supposed to be intelligent and well 
trained* Why did the agents have to storm the compound with 
force, putting innocent women and children inside the compound - 
in Jeopardy? The whple crisis could have been averted, at this 
stan, if federal agents had avoided an initial siege by force ; 
and*toaited to arrest Koresh (the absolute ruler of the accused) 
when he left the compound, doing such things as going out for . - 
a morning jog or a trip to the supermarket. After nine months / 
of planning, one would like to think that our public servants - 
would be smart enough to take this form of action that would ~r" 
avoid putting Innocent women a and children. into harms way 

Shortly before the initial raid took place,* r l£ beta: 
evident that the people within. the compound may have been aware 
of the impending federal assault; 'This was due to the fact 
that officials from the press were already waiting outside, . " " 

i A i - : S ’ W*? :hr ' ■ * ' : <. ‘iW : - - " ■'* - / 
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even before federal agents had arrived. After witnessing this, 

why didn’t the agent in charge abort the' operation and proceed * 

with another plan, such as secretly staking out the compound 
and arresting Koresh when he leaves? In short, if ve had 
competent federal law enforcement officials who were more apt ^ 
at using their brains first rather than arrogantly displaying 
force, lives would have been saved and the entire crisis avoided 

The multiplicity of mis takesmade by federal agents ^ 

during the first stage of the entire incident were grave and .1^x43 

irreversible. The explanation given by . them was that they were. 
simply outgunned, but I say that they were simply arrogant and ~ T ~ 
incompetent. Whoever planned, organised, or led the initial -' " ^^ 
raid should be dismissed from their post . $ 


I would categorize the second stage of the Waco affair 
as including the F.B.I.'s attempts of using negotiations and - ^ ?:f ? 
psychological tactics to bring the standoff to a successful 
conclusion. On T.V. hews, I saw William Sessions (Director 
of the F.B.I.) describe the P.B.I.'s "closing the perimeter 
of the compound" tactic which on the surface seemed interesting^ 
but in reality it brought the whole incident to a horrible « V * 
conclusion. The P.B.I.'s psychological tactics were elementary 
at best. They included playing bizarre, loud sounds or music ; 
in a pathetic attempt to drive David Koresh and his followers ' 

out of the compound. In all probability, the net effect of 
these tactics were that it drove a madman even madder. 


The F.B.I. has departments that spend millions of 
dollars of our tax money in researching behavioral sciences . 
or the psychological behavior of human beings. Taking this 
into account, it's pitiful that one of the best psychological .* 
strategies that they could think of was playing loud sounds ” 
outside the compound. It is also obvious that the F.B.I. r'V:;.' 
dramatically failed in negotiating with David Koresh and his 
followers. After 51 days of negotiating and playing bizarre, . ' 
loud sounds, it was the F.B.I. that lost patience and stamina, • 
not the Davidians. It was the F.B.I. who compromised its 
position by making a rash sieze of the compound, which resulted 
in the deaths of 80+ people, the very same people the P.B.I.'s 
operation was designed to protect, 
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v;-:. Let's look at the third stage of the incident, which^ 
I would categorize as being the tragic conclusion of the 
standoff. I have one major question in regard to this stage 
and that is why did the F.B.I. decide to move when it did? 

Their answer was that their agents were getting tired and they 
had no relief for them. I find this answer completely false 
as well as unacceptable. . 
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I believe, although I cannot prove, that the real 
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reason the F.B.I. moved when they did was because of political 
pressure based on press releases concerning the cost of the 
operation* One such press release stated that during the 51 
day standoff at Waco, federal agents spent close to a million 
dollars on food costs alone. This does not even include the 
millions of dollars spent on other expenses to finance the 
operation, such as servicing M-1 battle tanks. In short, the 
public was outraged at the unwarranted costs (one million dollar 
food bill) of the operation and this is what probably motivated 
the premature attack by the F.B.I. 

It's also absurd that a trapped, outnumbered, 
untrained, unpaid, and probably malnourished cult could outlast 
an extensively trained, organized, paid, and well-fed group 
of federal agents. David Koresh' s group was not willing to 
give up. Why was the F.B.I. so fatigued or in dire need of 
being replaced? Also, how come there was no available unit 
to replace the federal agents who had been there throughout 
the incident? With the hundreds of billions of tax dollars 
our government spends on federal, state, and local law 
enforcement officials nationwide, one would think that at least 
one team would be available for relief. 

The tear-gas assault on the Davidian compound by the 
F.B.I. was obviously marred with flaws. Plan "A" of the F.B.I.'s 
final siege involved using armored vehicles to punch wholes 
in the Davidian compound, while injecting tear-gas inside to 
flush out the occupants. When it became evident that plan "A" 
was not working, where was Plan "B"? Why did the F.B.I. stake 
all of its apples in one basket by not having a contingency 
plan? 


Another major question concerning the final assault 
is why was the fire department not included in any part of the 
F.B.I. *s plan? I find this dilemma shocking, considering that 
only a week earlier Koresh announced that any attempts to sieze 
his compound would be followed by an apocalypse of fire. 

In the final analysis of the first three stages of 
the Waco incident, one must conclude that every stage was 
consumed with flaws and failure on the part of our federal 
officials. This is highly unacceptable because billions of 
dollars of our tax money is spent training and paying the 
salaries of these inept federal law enforcement agents. It 
is pitiful that with all this money spent on their behalf, their 
job performance is no better than amateurs off the street. 

The final stage of the Waco affair would include the 
aftermath of the tragic destruction of the compound. This stage 
is categorized by federal law enforcement leaders and 
politicians, trying to shift the entire blame on David Koresh 
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for the Waco incident *s horrible conclusion, in a feeble attempt 
to cover up their own massive blunders. I don't think any 
American citizen believes that David Koresh is not at least 
partly responsible for the many deaths that resulted from the 
Waco situation. However, our government must also come forward 
and assume responsibility. 

The response to the Waco catastrophe by our government 
leaders reflects indecisiveness, incompetence, and even 
cowardness. President Clinton's reaction was very similar to 
his notorious statement "I smoked marijuana but I didn't inhale 
it." He claimed that he approved Attorney General Janet Reno's 
decision to go ahead with the F.B.I. tear-gas assault, but the 
final decision was hers. President Clinton expects the American 
people to believe that there is no difference between approving 
a decision and making a decision, especially when he is President 
of the United States. 

William Sessions, Director of the F.B.I. , and Attorney 
General Janet Reno both claimed that if they thought that David 
Koresh would order a mass suicide they would not have ordered 
the final federal assault. Both of them should be dismissed 
from their posts for making such an absurd statement. How could 
anyone not even consider that David Koresh and his followers 
might commit a mass suicide? There were many factors which 
indicated that David Koresh might order a mass suicide. These 
factors include: the fact that the Davidian compound had 

"Apocalypse" as one of its nicknames; Koresh had promised one 
week before the final raid that the compound would be engulfed 
in fire; and finally, using the Jonestown example as a reference 
point in history for the F.B.I., one can see what cult leaders 
are willing to do. Also, if the first use of force by federal 
agents failed, why did the F.B.I. think that a second show of 
force would be successful? In short, it was probably clear 
to most American citizens that Koresh might order a mass suicide, 
it should have- been taken into account by the F.B.I. The F.B.I. 
should have had an alternative plan to deal with the possibility 
of a mass suicide taking place when they assaulted the Davidian 
compound. 


In the final analysis, with government intervention, 
over 80 people are dead. Without government intervention, it 
is safe to assume that these people would be alive today. Our 
government failed to protect the women and children inside the 
Davidian compound and must take at least partial responsibility 
for its failures. 

The government failed at every stage of the Waco 
incident. If the mistakes of this magnitude took place in a 
private sector organization, the planners would be held 
accountable and fired, our government must resume some form 


4 




of responsibility for the Waco catastrophe and be held liable 
by the American people. The organizers, planners, and leaders 
of the Waco operation should all be dismissed from their posts, 
if the government inquiry that is now taking place is to mean 
anything. 



Senator Alfonse D* Amato 
Senator Daniel Patrick Hoynihan 
Congressman Peter King 


P.S. As my public servants, I request a response from each 
party receiving a copy of this letter. 
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Dear Director Sessions! 
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My n am* i s ' 1~ am* 1 3 ‘ ye ar * ©1 d and ~t go to • 3 t : ;"^~-:v‘- 

Pay I Lu tharan school i/Tror t Worth, TX ; " J think you did * — ^s'^srr.^ 
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wonderful Job in Wacoi 


at the cult standoff !- s v r > i; V^^ 
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They* cou I d have come out at anytime, I think you waited! 
long enough before going in. 1 am so glad you waited long 
enough to get some of the children out. Those people that 
blame you for starting the fire are Just trying to make the 
F.B.l. and A.T.F. took bad. 

1 

U«31 , I Just wanted to let you know how I feel about this' ’TT” 
wrtb le thing. Thank you f or your time and pa t i e nc e i n ^ 
reading my letter* 


- * 
*>V „■ 


Sincere 
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

1800 West Freeway 
^Foit Worih.,Teus 76102 
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DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE/ ROCHESTER: N.Y., WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 1993 


David Koresh ‘wasn’t hurting anyone’ 


i 


f anyone cm think of anything good to 
be said about the law enforcement** 
handling of the Branch Davidians from 
beginning to end, call someone in au- 
1 thority. I can’t think of a single thing. 

We’re looking at 80- something people 
dead, including 17 children, for what? 

, David Koreab 
j bought a lot of guna» 

» „ . . 

) Tbe Koreab coo* 

• pound never needed to 

I be assaulted in the first 

; r place. Lew enfo rce- 

j' meat people around 

'WSST 

■ sheriff 

district attorney, a dd 


He wanted to finish working on this menu* 
script. 

“I don’t know what I expected when I first 
in there, but he was very ludd, vary 
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MOLLY 

IVINS 


t Ko iesh would come in 
whenever tbev needed 

— SEBtoTM^ 

to do i w 

v dot only was there 
’ no reason to attack tbe compound ahnoet 
! ' two months ago, there was no reason to 
j attack It Mondkyeither. . 

• Dick DeGuerin, Koresh’s lawyer, obvious- 
j iystm to shock Monday afternoon, said, “Ob 
l' yeah, of course ha would have come out 
peacefully. We’ve got it to writing from him. 


“Koresh was just readin’ the Bible. Theft 
all they did to there, just read tbe Bible. 

“1 wee over at Ren Ceubte’e trial this 
momin’, and when I beard, when I saw what 
they were doing, using those Bradleys to 
puto over the walk andgasatog thoee kids, I 
asked toe judge to let me out of trial," 
DeGuerto continued^! came straight here. 
Thoee Bradleyi were tearing apart the lads’ 
rooms, tearing apart the windows of the 
kids’ rooms. I saw the kids to there. They 
wen peaceful and happy." * 

At the time of the Jim Jones massacre to 
Guyana, there was a great deal printed 
about the psychology of cults, including the 
. need of cult leaders to cut their follower* off 
from outride influences. - 
Koresh clearly showed some traits to toil 
pattern, predicting a confrontation for sev- 
eraJyear*. But he also had outstte contActs, 

toority was forced — by toe authorities, dot 
by Koresh — toe mass suicide was predict* 

±rzZfmnsii3t _ i z 


able. U is part of* cult pattern.' . 

Koresh was still talking tooutudan,toUi 
lawyer*. He wasn’t hurting anyone, i ’ 

’ Maybe be .wouldn't have come out aftsr 
be finished his manuscript So what? They’d 
already thrown a fence around toe dace. AO 
they had to do was put one guard by a gat* 
ana wait ■- = ■ : . ■■ r. ~ r • / ‘i 

Tell me ift just a coincidence that toe 
law* waded into toe compound again after 
«n>d» ntnriaa <pp^T* d to toe papers makin g 
fun of them, making them look ridiculous. 
Who has the right to put ridicule ahead of 
the lives of 17 children? 


The FBI and Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire- 
agents responsible for this fiasco have 
no right to f l > ™ Koresh was unreasonable, 
that he wouldn’t negotiate or cooperate— 
because they never tried it They went to 
there in the first place with guns Mating end 
apparently killed tome of their own agents. 
When someone comes at you firing weapons, 
it is not an invitation to reasonable negotia- 
tion. ' ‘ •• -.VtiivS--: 

But they got a hell of an ending for their 
* movies, didn’t they? J1 

^ Worth Star 
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Ms. Janet Reno 
Attorney-General 
Main Justice Building X- 

lOtb and Constitution Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D» C. 20530 — ~ 

Good morning: 
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I am fully aware that you will probably never see this letter - but if your staff 
is keeping some kind of record - list us as one entire organization giving a 
positive vote to the backing of your decision in the Waco incident. 

I can't tolerate this criticism of everyone EXCEPT Koresh. HE was the one who 
started this pitiful situation. HE had no regard for the lives of ' the children, 
or he would have seen to it that the children left the compound. In all those 
weeks, he certainly had plenty of time to do that. Isn't it sad that these chil- 
dren are better off having died in childhood, than they would have been if they 
had lived. Having been brought up in the atmosphere of the compound - what would 
they have developed into as adults? .... . - 7 . 


ID 

8 


i 


Nor do we see any merit in a "Congressional investigation"! The only thing it - 
seemed to do was give some of the members an opportunity to do some grandstanding 
They weren't involved - they had no IDEA of what was involved - and they could • 
ojj|y do some Monday-morning-quarterbacking! Better they spent the time in their 
own offices - working on the problems of the office, and the voters they are 
supposed to be representing. In fact, after listening to, and watching, the .. ,7 
q&stiormg session - we found some of the members quite lacking - in MANY ^ ' 
a94as. &>me of them sounded more like a dog trying to worry a bone to death/ - 

- $- -- ■ ■■ ’ ‘"''Y Y' S'- - 2 — 

W^feel that you had ah incredibly difficult and heart -wrenching’ decision to. 
make. 
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And you handled it with dignity. 
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Mr., William’ S./Sessiona^^^ 
T'Edgar Hoover FBI Building'*' 
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Ms. JsneC Reno 
Attorney General 
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Another point on which we feel strongly: The attorneys that have' crawled out of the . „ 

woodwork - encourging lawsuits against any and everyone. " It is pitiable that so 
many of the legal profession have no scruples against nuisance lawsuits * anything 
to give themselves exposure to the public and the courts. Truly* lawyers of this ^ «* • 
calibre should be PINED for taking up the time. of the courts.^:; 
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Ue feel heartache for the families of the men killed in the original assault. Every- 
one involved in this operation, had to have had questions in their minds and sadness vr 
in their hearts! •> • 
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We chink you ALL ere to be commanded!^ y; y—- . ^ '=11 ‘ vir 
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cc: William S. Sessions - FBI 

ATP headquarters 
Senators Dole and Rassabaum 
Representative Jan Myers •• 
Andy Rooney ■- 
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Director William S. Session* 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, DC. 
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Dear Sir; 
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I am writing for two reasons: 1) to express my concern about recent FBI activities, and 2 ) to 
express my concern with the FBI’s apparent lack of an appropriate channel for reoeivtog j|f * 
complaints from concerned citizens. v--..;,. - 

■ . ■' i' ' ■ *' r r ■- 

As to the first issue, It has been brought to my attention that the FBI recently used highly .t 
amplified recortfngs of Tibetan sacred chants as a method of "sonic assault” against the Branch 
Davidian compound in Waco, Texas. Perhaps, toe FBI is unaware that these recordings are not “ r T/ ^i 
merely "music* but are solemn sacred rites performed by spedafiy-fratoed monks of the Tibetan 
Buddhist tradition. To use our liturgical texts in such a way is very offensive and dsrespectful, ^ 
to the eame way that to blare a Catodi^n^^veHoudweak^^Mto the intention to annoy 
woujd be offensive to Cathodes, etcjm^^HH^^HHJI^bhannaNet, Join The US- . - r 
Tibet Committee and The T&et Action Network, and tnousanasofbuddhists, to state quite plainly 
that this behavior by toe FBI is Inappropriate and must stop. It is my hope that this behavior has, 
to feat, stopped. 

With regard to toe second concern, I was greatly efisturbed by my attempt to register my 
complaint over the telephone with toe FBI in Washington DC. During my call on March 25, 1 could 
hear giggling to toe background as I was explaining my concern. I was then transferred tour times . 
to different people, each time being cut off to mid-sentence. During my fourto explanation, I was „• . ' 

asked where I was calling from, and, after replying that I was calling from California, I waa ■ 
disconnected. I called back and was told to call toe California office and was given the number 
to San Francisco. Calling toe San Francisco office, I was transferred to the voice mall of the duty : * 

officer. No one ever responded to or property heard my complaint, and it is for this reason that 
I am writing this to toe Director of toe FBI, and forwardng a copy to President Clinton. -,a 


I hope this wifi receive serious attention. Thank you. 
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P.O. Box 4951 
"Berkeley 
(610) 
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cc: President William J. Clinton 
Washington, DC. 20500 
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May 25, 1993 



LU Post Office Box 4951 
Berkeley, California 

Dear Mr.] 


94704-4951 







Your letter to Director Sessions expressing concern 
about the FBX*s use of Tibetan Buddhist chants during the 
standoff with the Branch Davidians in Waco, Texas, has been 
brought to my attention. 




, .“T' \ T-”j 


Z first want to apologize for the way you were treated 
both here in Washington and in San Francisco when you called 
in an attempt to register your complaint. The treatment you 
described is unprofessional and I believe was an exception, not - - : - 
the rule. I will certainly pass your comments on to our Criminal 
Investigative Division, which was in charge of this investigation 
here at FBI Headquarters.-;; J-./'J-' ,'"L' ' 

With regard to your complaint, your concern regarding 
the religious significance of the Tibetan Buddhist chants and 
the fact that to some people it is offensive to play them for 
other than holy purposes is certainly understandable. We were / 
made aware of this and discontinued use of the chants. 
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Please be assured that the use of any investigative 
techniques is not intended to be offensive or disrespectful to - 
any individual or group, but is solely used as a tool to assist 
in an investigation. .. :r , ■; 

we appreciate your writing and providing us an ; . ^ . 

opportunity to address your concern. . * 
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Sincerely yours, . 

Michael F. Knapp ; 
Inspector-Deputy Chief 
Office of Public and • ? 
Congressional Affairs 
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1 - SAC, San Antonio - Enclosure 
1 - SAC, San Francisco - Enclosure 

1 - Mr. Potts.- Enclosure .. 

1 - Mr. Collingwood, Room 7240' ? ? 2 ; ■' 

MOTE: Substance of above reply concerning the chants taken froa^^, 

a prev ious response to a similar congressional inquiry prepared r >' , 
by SSA : 
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William S. Sessions ’ 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigations 
9th Street and Pennsylvania N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20535 ;; 

Subject: Gassing and cremattori of the Branch Dcavldlan 4 i 

Cult In^Waco, Texas - :r ~ 

Dear Mr. Sessions : 



Your decision to use tanks. to brake down the walls 
of the Branch Dravldlan Cult Headquarters and subsequent 
gassing of the building, resulted In the deaths of 
everyone Inside. 

SB This plan was obviously very poorly conceived and very 
pocMMy executed, all In the name of expediency. Before the 
tanks crashed Into the building., all the people were allies 


After 51 days there was no need to take this abrupt kind 
of action. Patience and time ..wnuld have been far more effective. 




April 19, 1993 
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Public Relations Officer 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Ninth St. and Pennsylvania Avfc* NW 
Washington, DC 20333-0000 


Dear Slr/Madam: 



T{ 








»cked to hear how your agency resolved the standoff with the Da-/ 
Waco. I have many questions that I hope you will please an- 


I was 

vidian grou 
ever* 

What' is the rationale of pushing down large areas of buildings if agents 
plan to hse tear gas? Would that make outside air flow sore freely into the 
area where the gas Is directed? Further, wouldn't it sake a possible fire 
spread more quickly? 

Had the followers come out with hands up, as directed, what would FBI 
agents have done? Bad they been told clearly that they wouldn't be harmed? 

Is it possible that the gas used caused the people to lose consciousness 
so that they were unable to come out? Has it ever been known to cause uncon- 
sciousness or death? 

The news reports stated that the tear gas was nonflammable. Specifically 
what gas was used? What Is its chemical formula? 

News reports stated also that the FBI personnel were prepared to handle 
any unexpected event. Including mass suicide* Why were no flretrucks located 
In the area? Wouldn't the followers* burning the compound be an event that a 
person might reasonably expect? 

■ How much time elapsed from the start of the fire until fire people were 
called? Did an FBI agent call them, or did someone else do it? Were fire- 
trucks able to get to the compound without any unnecessary delay from being 
obstructed by FBI, army, or police vehicles that might have blocked the road- 
way? _ ‘ ' 

A recent Newsweek article Indicated that at least some of the ATP agents 
were killed by their own men. Has an Investigation been made so see if this 
did happen? Is any such Investigation planned? *;-• 

Like many others, I have more unanswered questions, but perhaps news r 
ports will enlighten me. ^ 

Thanks for your answers. 
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Hay 25, 1993 
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I an writing in response to your April 19th letter in 
which you asked a number of questions concerning the standoff 
involving the Branch Davidians in Waco, Texas. , ~ 

. The questions you posed have been answered in hearings 

before Congress and in several press briefings. Since you have 
obviously followed the story very closely, I am sure your . il.;.. 7 

questions have been addressed in the media. V\... r ..• > 

As with any incident of this type, a thorough study is 
conducted and I am sure, like all other aspects of this incident, 
the results will be widely reported. ^ ^ ... 

The events of April 19th are tragic for everyone 
involved--those who lost their lives, their families and friends, 
and our Agents who risked their lives in an effort to prevent 
this tragedy. 
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- ■ ' As we examine our efforts in the days and months to 

come, I believe it will be clear that, given the circumstances," 
the actions taken by law enforcement were responsible and 
reasonable. . • . •. ‘ . •. n ■ 
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Sincerely yours,' 





■ Z< Michael P. Knapp . * 

- Inspector-Deputy chief . 
'1>V: Office of Public and 
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1- SAC, San Antonio - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Collingwood, Room 7240 
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forwarding your work on "The Church and Cults-Preventing Chaos." 

I will forward copies to the Attorney General in connection with 
the Department of Justice review of the Mount Carmel standoff and 
to our Behavioral Science Unit at Quantico for their review and 
use. • .. •..< • - , 

•• • ' ■ r V . V: 

Attorney General Reno has taken a lead in assuring that ■ - 
we do everything possible to learn from the Mount Carmel incident. 

As you know, there are "other potential David Koreshs out there. . * n 
and the FBI must do it best to insure against other tragic endings. 
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Hay 28, 1993 




Thank you for your letter of support for the FBI in its 
handling of the siege at the Mount Carmel Compound iry^Waco, 

Texas.. The support of the American people means a great deal to 
all of us in the FBI, and we appreciate your expression of that 
support. 



In response to your request, the Director has asked 
that I provide you the enclosed photograph with his best wishes. 

Sincerely yours. 




1 


£ 

cD 

<M 


7 

/ Kr 


£ 


Michael F/ Knapp 
Inspector-Deputy Chief 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 


Enclosure 

8 by 10 color photo with Director's autopen signature 
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1 - SAC, San Antonio - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Collingwood, Room 7240 
MOTE: Due to the common names and the number 

listed under each, Bufiles were not reviewed for the purpose of 
this letter. 


h- 

mber of possible files • 



, (j 2>? A/-g> - /osv2ar' 


Mmslar'* Of*ee. 



o 


1 


d® 






\ 





Mtakatf' foafft- 

' >> -- >X,‘ . 

Jjtat S*t •. 


s V * ' >t V 4 

!‘ f *S aS* t*' \ 


'■■: "v:- 


- 1 
p 1 


* V 


* * v 
■^Vx 





V- 


.v ^ 


J\ 


' 'a oft *^ ^ *ua*&/ y ^ -<^z ^7 /«* 

^ y*e **p &/&<je<r 

04*4*9+ t&ee, /Zvf**+4. fa '&■ okedr «f <n*l fo 

■JZZ a r ■ ^ V- . 

. a, *6£<&,U *+ Dave* Ox** . 

’*V v. i '■-•'■ ' - 


adi<t+c> Sp <*ff**6 Com** *fapp(M4tZA. a*c/ 
a£& *S ^ / f W J^AS fa 

Obtf tfr /(& 4 ?<x*v&A? ft 4*1 a* j 

" £*'& jp** £f<U*s* / f(j 

■"■" (fi'ih ** 

fa^ o6*+ M*^ a A /0L+e*o6t* c4j<+ e* ♦• iiA> f*o6»*> 
' : ':'ZZ- ' ,.f^ <4/ * r 4 c£<U je£&Cee/* 

j^4 CA*chfc4*c4- aoMoAi f too** 

CS z / <z»» ^ T 

- * - - .a,.. k>k _ 






■/w ■ 






b: 


j-1^ j^ 

jr*~ 






to a** otsoates toww cpfat 

1*4 * 4 6cuX&»p? <u*J, &-e*U<x~ y a^ 

' &*kc£ CuOO' CUViHi* &f 7 * 

of /&■ pi+fatfa^ a^ff ‘•'I'M ^ Cft gibs* 


4m/ y*; "feef *** t>e & w/y 4 ^ a *° t*~{* K * > * J,j t ! l^ 81 ) * u * te ' 

Pn— y ^4 Osv/ &£&»!& *& • Ate' ^SXs A<t*^ ok*#'* . 


//&ec> Co** ‘jf*' / 44^ e*/ Cwjrjix-&' , /a**a*C o*~f£oytej *'/// 

tUnM <z*- oif&bljdi^ )A[i>t /fcfc'W/<4w&?S^ l h*4 Ct*jna*~ &H* 
zJu£Jm^ 7 - F&Sbe 0*02*4!' . 




V_ U.S. Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 


WmUmttmD.C 20S3S 


May 17, 1993 



Your recent communication about the unfortunate ending 
to the standoff with the Branch Davidians in Waco, Texas, has 
been referred to me for reply. We appreciate your interest in 
sharing your views and observations with us. 


All of us in the FBI share your anguish over the 
needless loss of life, both Agents and Davidians. Unfortunately, 
our trained negotiators were unable to convince David Koresh to 
bring this situation to a peaceful resolution. The events of 
April 19th were tragic for everyone involved — those who lost 
their lives, their families and friends, and the dedicated law 
enforcement officers who have spent time away from their families 
in unselfish service to our country. As we examine our efforts 
in the days and months to come, I believe it will be clear that, 
given the circumstances, the actions taken by law enforcement 
were responsible and reasonable. 


Sincerely yours. 



Michael F. Khapp 
Inspector-Deputy Chief 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 
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Hay 3, 1993 

*>10,60, T)C 



What an inspiration it was to recsivs your April 27th 
letter with its strong expression of encouragement and support for 
the very difficult work done by my FBI there in Waco over those 51 
days. You are absolutely right. We did our very best to extract 
as many of those unfortunate children from The Compound as we 
could. 


I will share your letter with my people here at the 
Headquarters who walked every step of the way with our people down 
in Waco and with the four Special Agents in Charge who labored down 
there and the commander of the Hostage Rescue Team who was with 
them throughout the siege. 


Please accept my thanks for your constant support and 
convey my regards and best wishes to your congregation. 




Sincerely, 

lo ) vSo^cS-SSo 

William S. Sessions 
Director 


WSS 
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i* Larry A. Potts 
Assistant Director J 
Criminal Investigative Division 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 20535 
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- Hr. Jeffrey J. Jamar _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
San Antonio, Texas 
l * Mr. Bob A. Ricks 

Special Agent in Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
1 - Mr. Richard S. Swensen 
Special Agent in' Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
1 - Mr. Richard D. Schwein 
Special Agent in Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
El Paso, Texas 
1 - Mr. Richard M. Rogers 

Assistant Special Agent in Charge-HRT 
Washington Metropolitan Field Office 
FBI Academy 

Quantico, Virginia 22135 
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Pro-American Pro-Life Pro-American Pro-Housewives Pro-American 
Pro-Smoking Pro-American Pro-Beef Pro-American Pro-Pur Pro- 
American Pro-Leather Pro-A&erican Pro-NRA Pro-American Pro- 
Republican Pro-American Pro-Heterosexual Pro-American Pro-Speech 
Pro-American Pro-Armed Forces Pro-American Pro-Morality Pro- 
American Pro-New York Post Pro-American Pro-Limbaugh Pro-America 
Pro-Capital Punishment Pro*Amerj.can Pro-Establishment Pro- 
American Pro-Justice Pro-American Pro-Judeo Christian Pro- 
American Pro-ATP Pro-American Pro-Police Pro-American -Pro-FBI * 
Pro-American Pro-Drug Free Society Pro-American Pro-LA Ceps 
Pro-American Pro-Holocaust Teaching Pro-American Pro-Colorado 
Pro-American Pro-Barbara Bush Pro-American Pro-Shea Stadium 
Pro-American Pro-Marge Schott Pro-American Pro-Capitalism Pro- 
American Pro-Flirtation Pro-American Pro-Ollie North Pro-American 


May 12, 1993 




Re: "Tug-Of-War Over^WacQ Cult's Land 
New York Post, May l£j 1993 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, DC 
20559 j ■ 

Dear Sirs: 


The State of Texas, along with the federal government, should 
acquire the land upon which the first atrocity took place, and 
about which the second atrocity took place. It should be made 
into a memorial dedicated to law enforcement officers, the 


Treasury Department and the Federal Bureau of Investigation* 
The Law Memorial would be a fitting name. 


Th4a would be a good inscription 


■ soM IMhZog'S 37 
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Thft is the site where American values were attacked in the most 
vicious manner, resulting in the deaths of law enforcement 
agents, followers of a, madman, and their children* at the hands 
of the muderous DavldnCoresh who held American justice hostage 
for 51 davs. Compounding the tragedy, the courageous United 
States, Attorney General and the brave law enforcement bodies came 
under attack by the justice department, ref lectinq the moral 

during the period of the 1960s-199i 
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DEAR MR SESSIONS 
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I AM WRITING TO SHOW YOU MY SUPPORT -DURING THESE TRYING TIMES WITH THE 
THREAT OP LOSING YOUR JOB AS THE DIRECTOR OF THE FBI. I AM A CRASH FIRE RESCUE 


ATF AND FBI AT THE CHRYSLER COMPLEX. WE STAND BEHIND EVERYTHING THE FBI AND 
ATF DID. THE FBI WAS EXTREMELY COURTEOUS AND FRIENDLY TO THE FIREMEN AND OTHER 
CHRYSLER EMPLOYEES INVOLVED DURING THE STANDOFF. THE WHOLE STANDOFF WAS A 
PERSONAL THING TO ME AND MY FAMILY. YOU COULD SEE THE DAVIDIAN COMPOUND IN THE 


PATIENT HILLCRLST RECIEVED. WE WERE BOTH INVOLVFED FROM THE BEGINNING TO THE 
END OF THE STANDOFF. NEITHER ONE OF US FEEL ANYTHING ELSE COULD BE DONE. NO 
MATTER HOW LONG IT LASTED. THE OUTCOME WOULD HAVE BEEN THE SAME. VERNON HOWELL 
WAS INSANE AND HIS FOLLOWERS WERE WEAR PEOPLE TO LET SUCH A MANIAC CONTROL 
THEIR LIVES AND THEIR CHILDREN* S LIVES. HE PREDICTED A FIREY END. AND GOT IT. 

I DO BELIEVE HE STARTED THE FIRE AND THE FBI AND ATF GAVE HIM MORE THAN ENOUGH 
CHANCE TO SAVE HIS PEOPLE AND THE CHILDREN. EVERYONE SEEMS TO FORGET THE 
SIMPLE FACT. HE FIRED UPON THE ATF. WHICH IS AGAINST THE LAW. AND HE HORDED ALL 
THOSE GUNS, LEGAL AND UNLEGAL. PEACEFUL, CHRISTIAN PEOPLE DO NOT mil- OTHERS. 
CHRIST NEVER RILLED ANYONE. I DO HOPE JANET RENO. IN HER WISDON, REALIZES THAT 
YOU DID THE VERY BEST JOB YOU COULD HAVE DONE UNDER THE EXTREMELY TOUCHY 
^ SITUATION. THERE WERE NO RIGHT ANSWERS, JUST COMPROMISES. JUST REMEMBER THERE 


~ ARE_iLOT OF PEOPLE SUPPORTING YOU AND YOUT 


bit/ 


FIREMAN AT CHRYSLER TECHNOLOGIES IN WACO, TEXAS. IT WAS AN HONOR TO HELP THE 
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GOD BLESS YOU! 


GOD BLESS YOU! 




May 24, 1993* 
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The Honorable President of the OS A 
hr. William Jefferson Clinton 
The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
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Re: The BATP , FBI, the Randall Weaver Family, Naples, Idaho, 

and the Branch Davidians, Waco, Texas 

Dear Mr* President: 


It is appalling that you have appeared to be more concerned 
about Serbian-Bosnian atrocities than about those perpetrated on 
certain of our own people by our own government, i.e., the BATF 
and the FBI. 


How could you possibly justify what happened to the Branch 
Davidian children by recalling that they were, after all, being 
abused? Whatever kind of abuse those innocent children may have 
suffered at the hands of their misled parents, or others in the 
compound: It was of no conrsquence whatever in comparison to 

their ultimate abuse, suffering, and deaths; essentially at the 
hands of our own government; which is supposed to protect the 
innocent! And I assert that as an adult survivor of child sexual, 
emotional, verbal, and physical abuse; as well as an officer of 
the Court in ay capacity as a Court Appointed Special Advocate for 
children, or Guardian Ad Litem. 

One needn't have a degree in psychology or an active .imagina- 
tion to comprehend the abject terror those chiIHren (and adults} 
must have suffered when the tanks began demolishing the walls of 
their home and dousing them with tear gas. And whomever or what- 
ever was responsible for the ensuing firestorm: There is simply 

NO excuse or justification for the initial onslaught and the 50- 
day seige which led up to it! 


The same is true of the Randall Weaver case in Idaho. The 
killings of Vickie weaver and her son were atrocities, plain and 
simple, as with David Korresh: The firearms violations charges 

involved were age ins t Randall Weaver— NOT his wife— NOT his son— 
and certainly not against the son's dog ; the killing of which 
by lawmen provoked the youngster into' firing on them; which 
resulted in the boy's death from a gunshot in the hack as lawmen 
returned fire. 


That Weaver elected to defend his home when it was attacked 
by unknown assailants; and that he declined to surrender once 
their identities were established; does NOT justify the BATF's 
and the FBI's willingness to kill the essentially innocent in their 
determination to exercise absolute dominion and control over tbe , 
situation. j 
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Vickie ✓^averwlLS shot dead (in the ead) as she stood 

with her habj^ in her arms, in the doorway (. I her home, by a sniper* 
with a 20-power scope, at 120 yards, it was NO accidentl 

That such atrocities could, and actually did happen in this 
country, of all countries (Thomas Jefferson must be spinning in 
his grave) ; clearly indicates that almost any family or religeous 
community could wind up at risk of, or actually being terrorized 
or destroyed by our own government; depending on their degree of 
departure or "difference" from what is generally considered the 
accepted "norm" or mainstream of American life. 

Aside from all of the above, the bottom line is that the 
civil rights of both the innocent and the accused were violated 
by the BATF and the FBI. 

According to Thomas Jefferson, ours was to be a government 
of laws, not men; with every citizen presumed innocent until 
proven guilty through due process in a court of law. 

It follows then, that any accused person(s); regardless of 
the nature of the allegations or charges against them; ARB STILL 
ENTITLED TO THEIR FULL RIGHTS OF PROTECTION UNDER THE LAW; .and 
no less so than any and all innocent or non-accused persons in 
their immediate proximity! 




In view of the BATF's and the FBI's actions toward the Randall 
Weaver family and the Branch Davidians (and others): Both agencies 

have become overzealously committed and ambitious to surpass their 
law enforcement mandate by demonstrating their power to control 
U.3. citizens and events by engaging in mutually life-threatening 
confrontations, and the use of excessive, unreasonable force and 
violence, and terrorism, against the innocent as well as the accused. 


I therefore implore you, Mr. Clinton, to use your office as 
President and your leadership to unite, motivate and mobilize the 
executive, legislative and judicial branches of our government in 
an immediate, and speedy, action to prevent any agency or bureau 
of the federal regulatory structure from perpeTrating any further 
abuse, terrorism, or excessive force or, violence on any accused 
person(s), or on any innocent children or other non-accused adults 
who may be in their company or vicinity. 

Moreover, I implore you to set a corrected and proper example, s 
and a precident for the future, by seeing to it that the persons 
responsible for the foregoing listed atrocities, civil rights vio- 
lations, and crimes against the innocent, are prosecuted and punished 
to the fullest extent of the law. 

Yours, for a government of law, NOT men. And in the spirit 
of the principles believed in and held by our forefathers — > 

— especially The Honorable Thomas Jefferson, 


CC: 
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CC: 





stepben.E. Higgens, Director 

Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms 

650 Massachusetts Ave. 

Washington, D.C. 20226 

William Sessions, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigations 
Ninth St. and Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20555 

Janet Reno, U.S. Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Constitution Ave. & Tenth St., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20550 

The Hon. Secretary Lloyd Bensten 
U.S. Treasury Department 
Fifteenth St. & Penney vanial Ave. 
Washington, D.C.- 20220 



The Hon. George Mitchell, Senate Majority Leader 
U.S. Capitol Bldg., S-221 
Washington, D.C. 20510 


The Hon. Robert Dole, Senate Minority Leader 
U.S. Capitol Bldg., S-230 
Washington, D.C. 20510 


The Hon. Tom Foley, Speaker, U.S. House 
U.S. Capitol Bldg., H-204 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

The Hon. Richard Gephardt, Majority Leader, U.S. House 
U.S. Capitol Bldg., H-148 
Washington D.C. 20510 

The Hon. Robert Michel, Minority Leader, U.S. House 
U.S. Capitol Bldg., H-230 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

The Hon. Senator Larry Craig (Idaho) 

302 Hart Senate Office Bldg. , 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

The Hon. Senator Dirk Kempthorne (Idaho) 

U.S. Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20515 
(Continued, Page 4) 
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CC continuedC 
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The Hon. Rep. Larry LaRocco (Idaho) 
1117 Longworth House Office Bldg. , 
Washington, D. C. 20515 


The Hon. Rep. Mike Crapo (Idaho) 
457 Cannon House Office Bldg. , 
Washington, D.C. 20515 


Governor of Idaho 
The Hon. Cecil D. Andrus 
Statehouse Mail 
Boise, Idaho 85720 



The Hon. Lt. Governor 

C. L. Butch Otter, President of the Idaho State Senate 
Statebouse Mail 
Boise, Idaho, 85720 

The Hon. Senator Jerry Twigs, 

President Pro Tem, Idaho State Senate 
Statebouse Mail 
Boise, Idaho 85702 

The Hon. Joyce McRoherts, 

Majority Leader, Idaho State Senate 
Statehouse Mail 
Boise, Idaho 85720 

The Hon. Senator Mary Hartung, 

Assistant Majority Leader, Idaho State Senate 
Statehouse Mall 
Boise, Idaho 85720 

The Hon. Senator David Kerri ck 
Majority Caucus Chairman, Idaho State Senate 
Statehouse Mail 
Boise, Idaho 85720 

The Hon. Senator Mary Lou Reed 
Minority Leader, Idaho State Senate 
Statehouse Mail 
Boise, Idaho 85720 

The Hon. Senator Dennis Davis 
Assistant Minority Leader, Idaho State Senate 
Statehouse Mail 
Boise, Idaho 85720 

The Hon, Senator Mary Ellen Lloyd 
Minority Caucus Chairman, Idaho State Senate 
Statehouse Mail 
Boise, Idaho 83720 

The Hon Senator Atwell Parry 
6985 Baseline Kd. 

Melba,* Idaho 83641 (Continued page 5) 
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CC ( continues, : 

The Hon, State Hep. Mike Simpson 
State of Idaho, Speaker of the House 
Statehouse Mail 
Boise, Idaho 63720 

The Hon. Hep. Bruce Newcomb* 

Majority Leader, The Idaho House 
Statehouse Mail . 

Boise, Idaho 83720 

The Hon. Hep. Tom Leorcher 
Assistant Majority Leader, The Idaho House 
Statehouse Mail 
Boise, Idaho 83720 

The Hon Hep. Alan Lance 
Majority Caucus Chairman, Idaho House 
Statehouse Mail 
Boise, Idaho 83720 

The Hon. Rep. Jim Stoicbeff 
Minority Leader, Idaho House 
Statehouse Mail 
Boise, Idaho 83720 

The Hon. Hep. Pete Black 
Assistant Minority Leader, Idaho House 
Statehouse Mail 
Boise, Idaho 83720 

The Hon. Rep. Millie Flandrow 
Minority Caucus Chairman, Idaho House 
Statehouse Mail 
Boise, Idaho 83720 

The Hon. Rep. Delores Crow 
203 Eleventh Ave. South Ext. 

Nampa, Idaho 83631 

ABC EVENING NEWS, NITBLIHE & WORLD NEWS NOW 
ABC-TV 

77 W. 66th St. 

New York, NY 10023 

CBS -TV NEWS 
51 W. 52nd St. 

New York, NY 

NBC EVENING NEWS & NEWS NITESIDE 
NBC-TV 

30 Rockeffeller Plaza 
New fork, NY 10010 

(Continued page 6.) 
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CC (continued) 


KACNEIL- L2HRBR NEWBHOUR & 

PB ii RADIO N£WS : 

483 L'Bnfant Plaza, Meat, S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20024 

Mr. Lou Boccardi, Gen. Mgr. 

The Associated Press 
30 Rockefeller Center 
New York, NY 10020 

Various TV & Radio TalknShow Hosts too numerous to list 

Various interested individuals 

Mr. Randall Weaver 
C/O Federal Court House 
Boise, Idaho 


April 29, 1993 
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HR. WILLIAM STEELE SESSIONS 
DIRECTOR 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
NINTH ST. AND PENNSYLVANIA AVB. 
WASHINGTON, DC 20535 


I HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO VIEW THE KORESH COMPOUND HEARINGS ON CNN. 
IT IS UNFORTUNATE THIS COUNTRY DOESN'T HAVE AN ENTRANCE EXAM BEFORE 
YOU CAN ASSUME YOUR DUTIES AS AN ELECTED GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL. HOW 
THEY ASSEMBLE THE QUANTITY OF STUPID QUESTIONS IS BEYOND MB. 

WHEN THEY MENTIONED ELLIOTT NESS THEY REACHED AN ALL TIME LOW IN MY 
OPINION. I GUESS YOUR AGENTS SHOULD HAVE KNOCKED ON THE D OOR T O SEE 
IF EVERYONE INSIDE NEEDED ANYTHING. THEN OFFERED ALL OF THEM SOME 
HOME MADE COOKIES AND ICECREAM. 

WAS THIS NOT THE GROUP WHO KILLED FOUR GOVERNMENT AGENTS. WAS THIS 
NOT THE GROUP, WHO YOU GAVE EVERY OPPORTUNITY, TO LEAVE THE 
COMPOUND IN A PEACEFUL MANNER. WERE THEY NOT ARMED WITH AUTOMATIC 
WEAPONS. WERE THEY NOT THE "BAD GUYS" 

I KNOW NO ONE IN YOUR ORGANIZATION, ANTICIPATED THE END RESULT OF 
YOUR FORCED ENTRY INTO THE COMPOUND. HOWEVER TRAGIC THE LOSS OF 
CHILDREN MAY BE, YOU DID THE RIGHT THING. 

WE ARE ALL BEHIND YOU AND YOUR PEOPLE. KEEP UP THE AGGRESSIVE GOOD 
WORK. WITHOUT THE FBI, WHERE WOULD THIS COUNTRY BE. 


SINCERELY, 


DEAR MR. SESSIONS, 
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ThahJc you for your recent letter of support for the 
FBI, in it. hiUdllnfl of tn. »i.9. «t th. Mount C.rm.1 Compound 
in£waco, Texas. • V> v " - * 

The FBI relies upon the support of the American people 
for what it does, and I appreciate your expression of that 
support. 

Sincerely yours, 

William $. Sessions 

William S. Sessions 
Director 


1 - SAC, San Antonio - Enclosure 
1 - Hr. Collingvood, Room 7240 

NOTE: Letter requested by the Director. 
^ identifiable in Bufiles. 
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May 28, 1993 


w 


Honorable Judge William S. Sessions 
9th Street and Pennslyvania Ave. NW 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Judge Sessions, 0 

I am writing to you in regards to the David Koresh, Wacco stand off. it 
was an extremely tense situation and i think that you handled it very well. 
It is too bad that so many people had to die and it must be hard for you and 
your men to see innocent people suffer, especially the children. I believe 
that that could have been avoided if you took action a little sooner 

51 days is an aextremely long time to be playing with people's lives. I 
read in the newspaper that you contemplated the idea of using a sniper to 
take out Koresh. Why you didn't do this? 

t realize that it was a difficult decision, with many factors to be taken 
into consideration, to make. Once again I would tike to congratulate you 
and your men on ending the conflict in Wacco. 

Sincerely, - 
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May 10, 1993 
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The Honorable Janet Reno 
Attorney General of the United States 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20535 



Dear Attorney General Reno; 

This letter is to register my support for you and to commend your professional 
performance during your testimony before theXongressional Committee about the 
incident at the Branch Davidian Compound in^Waco, Texas. I witnessed your 
excellent response to the apparent intended intimidation by some of the panelists. 
Your steadfast stance drew me to your defense and I was proud of the Attorney 
General of the United States. 

The reasons you cited for your decision to authorize the FBI to bring the holdout to 
a close made good sense. I profoundly regret the innocent children had their 
young lives terminated at the hands of those maniacal, degenerated social 
dropouts and misfits. 

I know the children's welfare was foremost among your concerns as the FBI 
painstakingly strategized an appropriate final response to bring the volatile incident 
to a successful conclusion. 

I also know that you and the FBI never, at any time, lost sight of the tragic fact 
that four young ATF Agents were mercilessly murdered by the same fanatics who 
we now know murdered the children. While it was essential the responsibles for 
murdering the agents be brought to justice, in my opinion, the callousness of the 
acts exacerbated the precariousness of the children's safety with each passing 


day. 
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The Honorable Janet Reno 
May 10, 1993 
Page Two 


I applaud the performance of the FBI throughout the duration and including the 
final stages of the event. Every agent is to be commended for his or her persistent 
restraint and their determination to rescue the children without further loss of life. 

Madam Attorney General, the world now knows what ultimately happened on that 
final day at the compound and I am grieved by the unwarranted attacks upon your 
decision to authorize the FBI to deploy their final option. 

Ours is a society where many have a propensity to be expert "Monday morning 
quarterbacks.” The truth of the matter is, most of those same critics never played 
the game of football! When one adds political demagoguery to die equation, it is 
easy'to understand how American Institutions, such as the FBI, would have reason 
to become demoralized. 

However, I suggest those pundits would have indicted yours and the FBIs efforts 
regardless of the outcome at the compound. I think most Americans believe in our 
precious liberties and understand our system can only survive if we remain a 
Nation of Laws. Therefore, I believe the majority of our citizens understand, as did 
I, the tremendous burden that was imposed upon you on that fateful day. 

I commend and thank you and the FBI for "staying the course." Please keep the 
faith because there will be other events which will require tough decisions and 
your judgement must not become chilled because of criticism from "self-imposed 
experts," "pontificating politicians," and a news media that, at times, reflects 
zealotry in its reporting. 

Thank you for volunteering to serve our country. You and the FBI are a credit to 
the criminal justice system. I wish you every success in the future. 


be: The Honorable Williar 

Mr. Richard Ross, S.A.C., Sacramento 
Mr. Richard Held, S.A.C., San Francisco 
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Many thanks for furnishing as a copy of your letter to 
Attorney General Reno in which you express strong support feu: the 
FBI's handling of the siege at the Mount Camel Compound ir^Waco, 
Texas. 

The men and women of the FBI rely upon the support of 
the American people and the law enforcement community for what we 
do, and I appreciate your sharing your support of our actions 
with the Attorney General. 


w 


Sincerely yours, 

Wfflfam S. Sessions 

William S. Sessions 

* Director 

1 - SAC, San Antonio - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Collingwood (Room 7240) 

o NOT^^Corresponden^aDDears to be identical with ^ 

idiom the Director recently wrote to (nC 
z thank for commending a number of Agents of our Sacramei 
for assistance in connectio n with | 

Above letter requested by the 
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April 22, 1993 







The Honorable William S. Sessions 
Director* Federal Bureau of investigation 
10 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington D.G, 20535 
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Dear Judge Sessions* 

I would like to extend my sincere appreciation for the photograph I received recendy from 
my visit with you on December 9, 1992. Yoinver^erWcin^(Hak^im^>uM)^ou^usy 
schedule to accommodate request from|^^|^H||[|^^mH^HH^HIV to 
meet with us on such short notice. JHTbeing familiar with my law enforcement 
background, knew that meeting you would be an honor that I will always remember. 

On another note* I join with the vast majority of responsible Americans in expressing 
support to you and the FBI for the manner in which you managed the standoff in Waco. 
You displayed incredible restraint and patience during die prolonged negotiation period and 
the subsequent action taken was appropriate and justified. It is unfortunate that the media 
is second guessing the actions of law enforcement professionals who risked their lives in 
attempts to save some of the victims of this tragedy. They would better serve the public by 
reporting the facts of the incident and condemning the leader of the cult for instigating this 
mass suicide/murder. 



I wish you all the best in the future and applaud you for the outstanding service you have 
provided to our country as Director of the FBI. 







I enjoyed vesting you last December and am glad you - - 
received the photograph taken as a memento of that visit. 

I also want to thank you for your words of support for 
the FBI in its handling of the siege at the Mount Carmel Compound 
in u Waco, Texas. The FBI relies upon the support of the American 
people for what it does, and I appreciate your expression of that 
support. 




Sincerely yours, . 

William S. Sessions 

William S. Sessions 
Director 




z 1 - SAC, San Antonio * Enclosure 
1 a Mr. Collingwood, Room 7240 . 
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* N0TE: __ 
met the director on December 9, 19*. 
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* June 16, 1993 



Your recent communication has been received, and I . 
want to thank you for your praise of the FBI's investigative 
efforts during the standoff with the Branch Davidians in^aco, 
Texas. 


In response to your question about why the FBI did 
not execute the initial arrest and search warrants at the Branch 
Davidian compound, these warrants were the result of an investi- 
n conducted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
(BATft) . That agency has primary responsibility for investi- 
gating Federal firearms violations. The FBI only became involved 
in the situation in Waco because Federal officers were killed, a 
violation of Federal law that falls within our investigative 
jurisdiction. v 


> so 

i - 


t 
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Thank you for sharing your observations with us and for 
giving the FBI an opportunity to respond. 



sincerely yours, 

&/ 

Michael F. Knapp 
Inspector-Deputy Chief 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 


\ 


San Antonio - Enclosure 
Collingwood (Room 7240) 
-HQ-1050305 
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Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington* D.C. 

Dear Director* 


1~X 


I an writing you in regards to an article that appeared in a 
local newspaper in the Dos Angeles* California area regarding the 
ban on tear gas* namely the CS gas* The article states in the 
first paragraph that the gas is the * safest riot-control agent 
known to exist" but it will be banned from warfare. The article 
further states it will be allowed for "domestic ubo". 


The last paragraph states the issue arose due to the gas being 
used on the Branch Davidian cult* The concern was whether or not 
children and/or members may have been incapacitated or killed by 
the CS that was used. 


In ay opinion* comparing the Branch Davidian cult to warfare 
is not a fair comparison. The Davidian cult was an issue in itself 
and a sacrifice had to be made. The FBI waited too long before 
using the CS gas. The children in the cult were used by their 
leader as a means to ward off surrender or capture. The children 
would not have been allowed to leave and would have been sacrificed 
in a different manner had the gas not been used. On the other hand 
using the gas during war time to immobilise the enemy, would be 
justified. There are many instances when the use of CS gas or 
"riot-control agent" is the only means law enforcement agencies 
have to control the crowds. This would save lives and keep 
injuries to a minimum* Had the CS gas been used during the Los 
Angeles riots, the situation would have been under control much 
sooner. 

Representatives at the Chemical Weapons Convention 
contradicted themselves by stating the gas was acceptable for 
domestic use* but not for warfare. 


Please respond in writing as to why and how the decision was 
made to use it domestically but ban it fof warfare. Your immediate 
response would be appreciated. 


ban it for warfare. Your immedic 


(p 




t ~ . f 

0 O 

June 14, 1993 



Your May 1st letter has been referred to me for reply. 
We appreciate your interest in sharing your observations about 
the standoff with the Branch Davidians iirWaco, Texas, and the 
use of CS gas. 

Since the FBI was not involved in the decision to 
ban CS gas for use in warfare, it would not be appropriate 
for me to comment regarding it. You may wish to contact the 
United Nations, 799 United Nations Plaza, New York, New York 
10017, since I understand this decision was made at a 
United Nations Conference on Disarmament. 


Sincerely yours, 


ncerely 


o* 

CTn 


* Michael F. Knapp 

Inspector-Deputy Chief 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 

Mr. Collingwood (Room 7240) 

Potts ( Room 5012) 

loom 5214) - Enclosure 
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NOTE: Bufiles checked. Reply coordinated with SSA 

Domestic Terrorism Unit, CID. 
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PEOPLE FOR THE ETHICAL 
TREATMENT OF ANIMALS 

P.O. BOX 42516 
WASHINGTON DC 
20015-0516 
(301) 770 - PETA 

FAX (301) 770 - 8969 

April 21, 1993 


Mr. William Sessions, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigations 
10th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue H.w. 
Washington, DC 20535 


Dear Hr. Sessions, 

Our office has been deluged with complaints about 
reports that the Federal Bureau of Investigations 
played audio tapes of rabbits screaming as they 
were being slaughtered in an attempt to annoy the 
fugitives at David^Koresh ' s compound in Waco, 

Texas. We share our members' concerns that the 
Bureau acted in poor taste when playing these 
tapes, relegating the dying screams of suffering 
animals to the status of an annoying sound. 

Judging by the calls we are receiving, members of 
the public would like to see some remedial gesture 
from the Bureau. We leave it to you as to what 
this might entail but suggest either an apology at 
a press conference, a letter addressed to our 
organization that could be sent to complainants, or 
a public service announcement on vegetarianism. 

We have also received reports that the FBI claims 
to have killed all of the dogs at the compound in 
Waco. Were the animals intentionally killed, and, 
if so, how was that done? 


We deeply appreciate your time and attention to 
these matters. On behalf of our more than 375,000 
members, may we please hear from you soon about 
them? 


Sincerely, 





lelty Caseworker 

W* v>^ 
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June 17, 1993 
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People for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals 

Post Office Box 42516 
Washington, D.C. 20015*0516 




This is in response to your recent letter to Director 
Sessions which raised several issues concerning the standoff 
involving the Branch Davidians iirWaco, Texas. 


Though I appreciate the concerns you raised, it would 
be inappropriate for me to discuss the investigative or opera- 
tional techniques the FBI or other law enforcement agencies 
employed in Waco. Please understand that the FBI's paramount 
purpose at Waco was to bring about a safe and peaceful resolution 
to the conflict. Let me assure you that the FBI would never 
advocate or condone the inhumane treatment of animals. 


3 £ 


I appreciate your taxing the time to advise the FBI of 
££the concerns expressed by your membership. 
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Sincerely yours, 

Michael F. Knapp 
Inspector-Deputy Chief 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 



Phil Gramm 
Tcxa» 





WASHINGTON, 0. C. SOSIO-4SOS 

May 5, 1993 


John E. Collingwood 

Inspector in Charge 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Ninth and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20535 

Dear Inspector Collingwood: 

My constituent has contacted me regarding the situation involving the Branch Davidian 
sect nea rWaco . I am forwarding the constituent's correspondence for your 
consideration. [~ff 

Yours respectfully. 



PHIL GRAMM 
United States Senator 


PG:mlj 
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' P.O.*Box 124 
Dyer. Indiana 46311 
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April 19, 1993 

The Honorable Phil Gramm 
370 Russell 

Russell Senate Office Bldg. 

Washington D. C., 20510 


Board Or Directors 
UeRoocrson 
Jack Hnn 
Raymond Saak* 
Bos Smith 
John Waters 
Harold Sightles 
G. K- Chatman 


Dear Senator Gramm: 



On the third day of the Waco Davidian Cult situation, I was put 
in contact with negotiators for the FBI^Ove^hefol lowing weeks, 
four Baylor Religion Professors Arazona 

contacted the FBI, telling them to nea^m^proposaTs . I eventually* 
was put through to speak with the Chief negotiator and still others. 


In my talks with negotiators, I sensed a real philosophical Cj gnorace . 
of how to deal with ultrarelioious groups. I told them that 
Koresh believed in "Equivocation." The suicide that we saw on tele- 
vision, I warned the FBI of, not 1 minute before the smoke started. 


I would like you to ensure that I am given the opportunity to 
testify to Congress when it comes time to re-evaluate FBI 
negotiation tactics with ultrareligious groups. 

Please respond. 





V" 


r Rnit C^AMM 
Tcxa* 



WAS HI NOTON, D. C. *0*10*430* 

May 5, 1993 



John E. Collingwood 

Inspector in Charge 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Ninth and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20535 

t 

Dear Inspector Collingwood: 

My constituent has contacted me regarding the situation involving the Branch Davidian 
sect near Waco. / 1 am forwarding the constituents correspondence for your 
consideration. ///f 

Yours respectfully. 



PHIL GRAMM 
United States Senator 


PGrmlj 
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Senator Phil Gramm 
The United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Gramm, 

This is to offer my services as an investigative consultant 
in the aftermath of the Branch Davidian situation in Waco. I'm 
sure that this situation will raise a number of important issues. 
This incident demonstrates that as a matter of public trust, 
there is reason for concern in the matters such as this and the 
competence of agencies chartered deal with them. 

If the operation in Waco had been submitted to any kind of 
rational review prior to execution, it would have been modified 
significantly. The ATF seemed to show a singular lack of 
appreciation for the very issues on which they based the need for 
action in the first place, which, we are made to understand, was 
the acquisition and manufacture of illegal high-powered weapons, 
which in the hands of 100 religious cultists, might be a threat 
to society. 

As a result, not only have innocents been killed, but 
society and its agencies were made to dance to. David Koresh's 
tune. 

I am a former Navy SEAL officer. I have an independent 
consulting practice. Normally, I concern myself with technical 
and marketing matters, but, I have become increasingly concerned 
with social matters have a professional contribution to make in 
situations such as this. I wish to use my military experience and 
years of service in the community to help avoid repeating 
situations such as Waco. In addition, I am pursuing an HA degree 
in Criminal Justice at Sam Houston State University. I graduated 
from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1961. 

Please let me know ho 1 





June 2/ 1993 


Honorable Phil Grama 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510-4302 

Dear Senator Grams: 

1 am writing in further response to your Hay 5th 


inquiries on behalf of two constituents who, it appears, wish to 
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aid in a congressional study of the handling of the siege at the 
Mount Carmel Compound irAaco, Texas. You may, therefore, wish 
to refer their requests to the House Committee on the Judiciary. 
I am returning their letters to you* 

Sincerely yours, 

& 


3 >■* 




Charles B* Mandigo 
Legislative Counsel 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 
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11 June 1993 


Federal Bureau of investigation 
Director William s. Sessions 
Washington, DC 20500 


Director* <f) v — -r~. 

IJgco 7x 

I SB appalled Dor your use of public opinion and the content of telephone 
calls to determine that the actions of the United States Government (and the 
FBI) in the Koresch case were correct, proper, and soral (your letter, 
eager ine June 14, 1993, page 7). 


You did not receive a cement from ns as I an not in the habit of expressing 
ay anger, disbelief, and disgust to the perpetrators of crimes. I have how- 
ever, expressed earlier ay opinion to President Clinton and to sy Congres- 
sional delegation. 


In brief, the United states Gove meant (Justice Department, CAM, FBI, and 
BATF) acted in a shameful way by ignoring the Constitutional protection 
afforded citizens, by hiding the indictment, by acting as jury in determining 
guilt, by attacking and killing them, and then by destroying all the evi- 
dence. Hot a proud day. 


3 


s 

u3^° 


In replacikg the power of the jury with your judgement, you have demonstrated 
your disdain for the single body that protects us froa a tyrant . You have 
done a monstrous dis-service to the citizens of the United States. 

■S) 

Sincerely 

b 

l, nc 


CM 




\ 


^ PI: IS - 






' r **’ » 


RICHARD SHELBY 


committed cm armA service* 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 20510-0103 

May 14, 1993 



Mr. John B. Collingvood 
Inspector in Charge 
Federal Bureau o£ Investigation 
U.S. Department of Justice 
9th & Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C* 20535 


STATE 0PPICES: 

n 1*00 r#TH AW NUB NORTH 
331 PfOCRAL BUADINO 
BIRMINGHAM. AL 3*30* 

UCP 731 * 13^4 

Q MUNTSV1UC INTERNATIONAL AMRO* 

1QGO GLENN HfARN BOULEVARD 
•OX 20127 
HUNTSVILLE. AL 33*24 
120*1 772 '04*0 

D 113 fT. JOSEPH STREET 
43E US- COURTHOUSE 
MOBILE, AL 3**03 
<30*1 **4-41*4 


o 


IE LEI STREET 

• 71A US, COURTHOUSE 
MONTGOMERY, AL 3*104 
120*1 *32 - 7303 


O 1MB ORtCNSBQRO AWMJi 
ROOM 240 Ut COURTHOUSE 
TUSCALOOSA, AL 3*401 
< 30*1 7**- *047 


Dear Mr* Collingwood: 

I am enclosing a copy of a letter I received from several 
constituents of mine. AW. ~T/ 

Any information you may have^regarding N this matter would be 
appreciated in order that I may be able to respond to my 
constituents’ inquiry. PLEASE REPLY, IN DUPLICATE. TO THE * 
ATTENTION of my staff member, hope green. 

Thank you for your prompt assistance to this matter. 

Sincerely, 


D t rKat*f 4 Hw i 


RCS/vhs 
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Richard Shelby 
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The Honorable Richard Shelby# 
Senate Off lee building 
Washington# D.C. 20S1S 


Senator 


93 APR 27 AH 9= 54 

4 * 


bear Senator Shalbyt 

I cannot baliava that American citizens have baan 
incinerated alive vhila our laadars hava stood bald faced 
before tha Asarican public and said# "We stand behind our 
decision. • 

Hov on earth can anyone stand beside tha decision to 
kill American Citizens ? Attorney Reno said# "We vara 
told..." several. tiaes in her defense statements on the 
news. Can it be^that she let someone else tell her hov CS 
vorkad and did not personally experience it to determine 
the feasibility of tha gas? 

Today 1 heard Vietnaa veterans discussing this gas# 
which they said was used in Has as a WAR GAS) they said 
that any Vietnaa veteran knev that this gas vas f leasable 
and that it caused total incapacitation! How could the 
people have surrendered? 

Why didn't someone bother to investigate this? Why 
wasn't it available to FBI and Attorney Generals when it 
vas available to the average coabat soldier froa Vietnaat 
Are we going to continue to have these kinds of HOLOCAUSTS 
because Reno "is told" the wrong inforaation. 

I aa horrified! It 

keno also said repeatedly that all we can do in future 
is try to prevent these cults froa being able to do this 
type of thing again. 

<1> Is she presuming to start some type of religious 

persecution? 

(2) Doee she plan to "be told* about other religious 

groups? < Pardon ae if I sound frightened# but as a 
Presbyterian who firmly believes in religious freedom# her 
treatment of the Branch Devedlans scares ae. ) 

(3) Will she next ride up in a CS tank to prevent ay 

religious freedom? 

Rightly or wrongly# 1 had personally felt that the 
whole fiasco vas President Clinton's political strategy to 
make Christians look bad to the nation because he vas not 
popular in Christian circles during the election campaign. 
I had accepted that he had the right to drag this thing 
out indefinitely as people nocked David Keresh# that poor 
foolish nan# for saying he vas Christ! I could even accept 
the ridiculous news coverage# which took every opportunity 
to ridicule Christian beliefs and nock ay dear Savior# who 
is not David Keresh. Hr. Clinton did nothing Personally 
to relie ve this, situation^ 

But 1 cannot and will not sit idly while American 
citizens are butehered by incompetence and their butchers 
boast for the world to see# hinting all the time at 
further religious persecution. Boekery and death are two 
different things. Who is next? If these people can be 
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Honorable Richard Shelby 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510*0103 



June 17, 


tail 1 
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1993 



Dear Senator Shelby: 

This is in further response to your Hay 14th inquiry on 
behalf of several of your constituents who wrote about the stand* 
off with the Branch Davidians intwaco, Texas. I can assure your 
constituents that the FBI did everything possible to resolve the 
Waco matter without the further loss of life. 


The letter you enclosed particularly expressed concern 
about the use of CS gas. CS gas has been used by law enforcement 
as a riot control agent for over 40 years, and there are no 
documented deaths attributed to it. 


Contrary to some reports, CS gas is an irritant which 
does not totally incapacitate but usually causes people to flee. 
It is ten times safer than the next-best alternative irritant 
and is one of the most extensively studied riot*control agents, 
having been tested as extensively as chemicals which are_^intsnded 
for pharmaceutical use. Experts in toxicology . and the effect^ of 
CS gas on humans were~"c onsulted\ before it was used in Waco;*"/ 

I appreciate the opportunity to address the concerns of 
your constituents. I believe that as our actions are examined 
over the next weeks and months, the vast majority of our citizens 
will also conclude that the actions of the Government, given the 
circumstances, were reasonable and responsible. 
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Sincerely yours. 


Cha 

Legislative Counsel 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 
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RayTWannall 




June 10, 1993 


John: 


®khu) it 


On May 19th I advised you that the 
write-up on the Vaco situation would be 
carried in publications of two national 
intelligence organizations. The current 
issue of Periscope, newsletter of the 
Association of Former Intelligence Offi- 
cers, which numbers among its members 
many former FBI Agents, is enclosed. The 
Waco write-up is on Page 3. 


When the remaining write-up is 
received from the Rational Intelligence 
and Counterintelligence Association, I'll 
send it to you. Incidentally, there are 
numerous former Agents in RICA also. 


FYI 



Enc. 


\ etcciosurf 
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TBe Tragedy At Waco 

W. Raymond Wannall, Retired Assistant Director of the FBI 


Some self-righteous critics with 20/20 hindsight, hi compo u nd of teaxgas (CS gas) at incremental stages should 
assessing the Waco, Texas, tragedy, have been shooting from induce residents to leave with the least possible risk' of harm, 
the hip without raising their guns to eye level and pro p erl y This procedure was authorized by the Attorney General and 
aligning the sights. c on c u r r ed in by the President 


Certain facts are well established: 

1 There were outstanding arrest warrants charging 
Vernon Howell, aka David Koresh, and other 
occupants of the Branch Davidian compound with 
the killing of four ATP agents. 

2. He and others had illegally converted semi- 
automatic weapons into machine guns and also 
possessed 50-caliber rifles haring an effective range 
of 3,000 yards. This created a continuing threat to 
public safety posed by die presence on the outer 
perimeter not only of law-enforcement personnel 
but also vigilante groups and curiosity seekers. 

3. Conditions within the compound after 51 days of 
• seige foretold of illness andpestilence threatening 

the lives of the children. There were no toilets, 
shower facilities, sewers or drains. Sanitary conditions 
had sever ly deteriorated with the presence of dead 
bodies in addition to the deposit of human waste. 

4. Despite all efforts, arbitrators had not been able 
to negotiate successfully a single item with Koresh. 
At no point had he kept his word that he and others 
would surrender. 


Koresh’s mental condition provided him with a shield of 
invulnerability and unmitigated power. Hk charismatic 
appeal to members of his colt was overwhelming to the extent 
that they gave their daughters, some as young as twelve, to 
fulfill his sex urges and their lives to fulfill ms destiny. 

As for the FBI, for more than seven weeks it devoted in 
excess of 200 agents to its efforts to save Koresh and his sect of 
religious extremists. Its entire Hostage Rescue Team was 
committed to the task while volatile situations occuring in 
other parts of the country were being addressed by less well 
trained and experienced tactical teams. With under 10,000 
Special Agents (as compared with more than 26,850 police 
officers in New York City alone) the Bureau has responsibilities 
nation-wide for 281 different Federal crimes and investigative 
matters. How many of these were neglected during its 
commitment in Waco is unknown. But sheer logic dictated that 
the situation there required resolution, and puns for it were 
carefully developed and carried out It is so easy to second 
guess. 

For its handling of the problem under the most frustrating 
of conditions, the Bureau deserves the support of the public 
and the media. 


5. On April 9th and 10th Koresh provided to the 
FBI two letters, generally threatening in tone, 
stating, in part, “I forewarn you the Lake Waco area 
of old Mount Carmel will be terribly shaken. The 
waters of the lake will be emptied through the 
broken damn [tic]. The heavens are calling you to 
judgment** 

6. A psycholinguist a psychiatrist and a member 
of the FBI*s Behavorial Science staff analyzed these 
letters and concluded that Koresh evidenced “all the 
hallmarks of rampant morbidly virulent paranoia,** 
that he bad no intention of giving up but in fact, 
might be contemplating a counter-assault . 

Concern for the lives and welfare of the children in the 
compound was the FBI’s first consideration. Koresh had been 
provided medical equipment milk and food for them. Fear that 
they might be used as shields during an attempted mass breakout 
by cult members influenced the planning to bring a halt to the 
seige and hostage situation. 

It was readily apparent that allowing the status quo to remain 
would not lead to the peaceful surrender of Koresh and his 
followers and eliminate the risk to the safety of the children, the 
public at large, or the law-enforcement personnel at the scene. 

_ After checking with experts and studies on various non-lethai 
irritants, the FBI concluded that the introduction into the 
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Richard E. Dorey 
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■"■"• Thank you for sending ue the recent "Newsletter of the 

Association of Former Intelligence Officers" which featured your _ 
article supporting the FBI’s actions inAfaco . , '* : *i - 

You have been most effective in "getting the word out" 
through your many venues and I truly appreciate and an grateful V 
for your continuing efforts. - 

V y ' • .* Sincerely yours. 
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John B. Collingwood ~~ 
Inspector in Charge r 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 
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Director William. Sessions _ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation * r 
U . S . Justice Department r */ ? 
Washington D»C. 
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EDITORIALS 


what they must lobby against U is politi- 
cians dedicated to government action in a 
system dedicated to government re- 
straint Lobbyists are expensive special- 
ists, die products of a system that governs 
every detail of life. If the din of experts 
drowns out the voices of naive peti- 
tioners, that doesn't prove ordinary folk 
don't need lobbyists. It only proves they 
can't afford them. 


In the press conference announcing 
his campaign-finance program, the presi- 
dent made a remarkable statement He 
said, "I wish we could give people more 
control over their lives not less,** 

if he'd follow through on that senti- 
ment and relinquish to the private sphere 
some of the details of life, Clinton could 
not only reduce public cynicism. He 
could get his voice back, H 


A MATTER OF TIME 


JACOB SULLUM 


M asada is the hilltop fortress in 
southern Israel where 400 Jewish 
rebels committed mass suicide in 73 A.D. 
rather than surrender to the Romans, ll is 
the site where Israeli soldiers take their 
oaths and where Jewish tourists start at 
the plain below and contemplate the 
heroism of their ancestors. It is an endur- 
ing symbol of defiance that has inspired 
Jewish resistance throughout history. 

The charred ruins of the Branch 
Davidian fortress outside Waco, Texas, 
will have a very different legacy. It's in- 
structive to ask why. 

Let us accept, for the sake of argu- 
ment, the official story of how the Da vid- 
ians met their fiery end. Many people will 
reject the parallel between Masada and 
Waco, arguing that Eliezer ben Yair's 
zealots had a just cause, while David 
Koresh's followers had only delusions. The 
impl ication is that the Davidians, unlike the 
Jews at Masada, deserved to be under siege 
in the first place. Others will argue that 
both mass suicides were immoral, espe- 
cially since they involved children. 

But from a historical perspective, the 
Waco tragedy fails the Masada test mainly 
because there aren't enough Branch David- 
ianskftto preserve a positive memory of 
it. That observation casts doubt on the 
conventional wisdom about the nature of 
cults. To judge from coverage of the 
Waco affair and anti-cuk propaganda in 
general, there are clear differences be- 
tween legitimate religions and groups 


like the Branch Davidians. A closer look 
reveals that the main difference is time. 

A group's beliefs and practices can in- 
fluence its longevity (witness the ShakersX 
and not every cult becomes a religion. But 
those that stick around long enough do. 
Were it not for the BATF and the FBI, 
Koresh's folk) wen might have made it 
Mormons, Seventh-Day Adventists, and 
Christian Scientists were once considered 
just as nutty as the Branch Davidians, 
Today they are more or less respectable, 
and eventually they may even attain Pres- 
byterian status. Their practices may have 
changed a bit (the Mormons gave up plural 
marriage), but their underlying beliefs re- 
main just as strange to an outsider. 

For that matter, the tenetsof such well- 
established religions as Judaism and 
Roman Catholicism seem normal only 
because we're used to them. Viewed 
afresh, they are no less weird than the idea 
that a seemingly ordinary man is actually 
God and can come back to life after the 
government kills him. (Actually, that one 
sounds familiar.) And the damage caused 
by truly respectable religions— espe- 
cially those accepted by intolerant ma- 
jorities — has been far greater than the 
damage caused by cults. 

This is not to say that we cannot make 
valid moral distinctions among religious 
groups. But those distinctions have little 
to do with whether a group is called a cult 
or a religion. Instead, we should ask if the 
group dses force or fraud for profit or to 


gain and keep followers. Some cults 
probably do, but so do some mainstream 
religious groups (PTL comes to mind). 

Fraud does not mean simply oent ra- 
dioing what some take to be religious 
truths, and force does not mean emotional 
pressure or persistent efforts at persua- 
sion. Otherwise, all groups that prosely- 
tize would be beyond the pale. 

In this light, what was it that made the 
Davidians intolerable? The psychiatrist 
who interviewed the children released from 
the compound before the fire told the As- 
sociated Press he found no evidence of 
sexual abuse. Nor did Texas authorities 
who looked into the allegations last year. 
But given the outrageous things that the 
press and public were willing to believe 
about mild-mannered preschool supervi- 
sors in California and New Jersey, it's not 
surprising that they will readily accept un- 
substantiated charges of child abuse 
leveled at a fringe group. 

For much of the press, the very life- 
style of Koresh's followers constituted 
abuse: spartan quarters, little contact with 
the outside world, military-style drills, 
and strict discipline, including paddling. 
The Davidian compound was “a twisted 
universe completely dominated by David 
Koresh," Newsweek asserts. "The cult 
leader controlled everything," reports 
The New York Times , including "school, 
(Hay and even diet." 

Any demanding religion can be made 
to seem sinister. Hassidic Jews, for ex- 
ample, obey and revere their leader, limit 
outside contact, run their own schools, 
and even dictate what their kids may eat . 
Does the Times know about this? 

Lurking beneath the easy contempt for 
cuks is contempt for other people's re- 
ligions (or for rebgion in general). It's a 
surprisingly common attitude in a nation 
that was founded largely by religious 
oddballs. f3 


Moving on..»After nearly five years at 
REASON, Charles Oliver has moved to 
Investor's Business Daily where he is 
covering California policy issues. 
Charles continues to write Brickbats for 
Reason and will contribute occasional 
articles on popular culture. We wish him 
the best. 
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United States Senate 

WASHINGTON. DC 2051 0-0 S04 

Hay 28, 1993 



budget 
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Hr. John B. Colllngwood 
Inspector In Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Ninth and Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 2053i 


Dear Hr. Colllngwood * 

Enclosed is a copy of correspondence we received fro: 
jgarding actions taken by Director Sess 




At her request, we are forwarding her correspondence to you. 


Thank you for your consideration of her comments. 



United States Senator 
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July 7, 1993 


Honorable Hank Brown 
United states Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510-0604 

Dear Senator Brown: 


MiuTH 


I an writing in further response to your May 28th 
correspondenc e^ in which you, forwarded a copy of a letter you 
received from 



[ strong support for the FBI in its 

handling of the siege at the Mount Carmel Compound means a great 
deal to all of us in the FBI. We rely upon the support of the 
American people fqr what we do, and we appreciate your sharing 

expression of support with us. 

Sincerely yours. 
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Charles E.' Mandigo 
Legislative Counsel 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 


_|penver - Enclosures (3) 

1 -~*SAC, San Antonio - Enclosures (3) 

1 - Mr. Collingwood, Room 7240 
1 - Congressional Affairs Office, Room 7240 





7N0TE: i Bufiles checked. Substance of paragi 

jrminology used by the Director in writing to American citizens 
have written in support of the FBI's actions in Waco. 
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RICHARD SHELBY 
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COMMITTEE CM 

COMMITTEE ON BMKlNO. HOUSING 
MfD UNBAN AFFAIR* 
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IKMV AMO NATURAL RESOURCES 
SABC1AL COMMITTEE ON AO*M 
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Mr. John E. Collingvood 
Inspector in Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U.S. Department of Justice 
9th fc Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Mr. Collingvood* 


am enclosing a copy of a letter I received from 


STATC OFFICES: 

Q 1000 FIFTH AVENUE NORTH 
321 IIOfMi BUILOIHO 
BI RMI N GH AM. AL 3*203 
<209* 731-1SB4 

o HUNTSVILLE WTeRNATfONAL AMPO« 
1000 OLCNN HEARN BOULEVARD 
BOA 70127 
HUNTSVILLE. AL )**24 
I70SI 773-04*0 

O ns st. josefh mar 

43* U.1 COURTHOUSE 
MOBILE. AL M«2 
120*1 **4-4 1«4 

D IS LU STREET 

B2BA Lit. COURTHOUSE 
MONTGOMERY. AL 34 ’04 
<30*1 ||^7»3 


Q lilt OMENSOORO AVENUE 
ROOM 240 UlS. COURTHOUSE 
TUSCALOOSA. AL 3*40* 

I30S* 7*4**047 



mm. 


Any information you may have regarding thdh matter would be 
appreciated in order that I may be able to respond to my 
constituent's inquiry. PLEASE REPLY. IK DUPLICATE. TO THE : 
ATTENTION OF MY STAFF MEMBER. HOPE GREEN. USING THE NAME OF THE 
ABOVE-MENTIONED CONSTITUENT IN YOUR CORRESPONDENCE. 

Thank you for your prompt assistance to this matter. 

Sincerely, 
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Richard Shelby 
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21 April 1993 


Senator Bichard Shelby 
Senate Office Building ' 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Senator Shelbyt 

4c c ording^ta-t>oth J *ther Birmingham^yfei»y and^af >, l east^bllS^^Ihe 
4 o'cal (Birmingham)' television mews^repoxts’agents.of'the-'PBl!* 

f lew the A1 abama fl ag; at op one of -Its tanks in the' recent 
iege in Waco, 'Texas.. Furthermore, they stated that some of the 
FBI officers involved were from Alabama. If these reports are, 
indeed, accurate I have some questions. 

First- *m<rnot *uhderst‘ah2f KSVfToinfrKyrs^ 

f o-into "battle" ; under theauspices. of a state banner*. Was much 
erious thought given to this action. Secondly and certainly 
related - for years Alabama has fought a certain unsavory repu- 
tation. Doing this can only add to the cowboy-pick up truck-redneck 
reputation that so many people apply to the people of this 
state. 

I ..too, am proud of the state and the flag. I do not think that 
using it in such a fashion shows pride. $ince"lt"waS 'used in er 
situation under' federal" government guidance I won&r of the ram- 
ifications of its usage a r A if *• those individuals who' elected^. 

flj it have had to make any serious justifications for their 
qgcisions . 

Cordially, 






